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My Favorite is the LiFe Seminar 
 
An Interview with Wilfried Mann 

Wilfried Mann is the leader of 
the home mission (inland 
mission) ministry in the Church 
of God Germany (Gemeinde 
Gottes in Deutschland KdöR). 
He lives in Bad Säckingen with 
his wife. 
 

The formation and development of the Church of 
God in Germany was the result of decades of 
mission and evangelization efforts. Which me-
thods of evangelization were particularly fruitful? 
During the second half of the last century the new 
churches regularly held evangelistic campaigns. 
These campaign weeks were a regular part of 
church life. If you wanted to plant a new church, you 
set up a tent for several weeks to preach the gospel 
evening after evening. A four-week tent campaign 
was not uncommon.  

If a tent campaign was not possible, meetings were 
held in the side rooms of restaurants. I was saved in 
such a side room. This experience is still unfor-
gettable today because of how deeply my life was 
changed. ‘Street outreaches’ were also very popular. 
You would go out on the street as a group, sing 
songs, and give your testimony. Some churches held 
these outreaches on a regular basis. During the 
hippie movement (in the ‘70s) the Jesus People 
movement introduced a new method of evangeliza-
tion, the ‘tearoom’. It was very popular to reach out 
to young people by inviting them to tearooms to talk 
about their faith. Many young people in Germany 
found Jesus through this method (drinking tea and 

talking about faith). Other methods of getting people 
interested in the gospel were concerts and street 
theater. 
Society is continuously changing. How do we 
need to change our approach in order to pro-
mote church growth? 
The possibilities for entertainment were rather limited 
during the era of tent and restaurant campaigns. 
There were only a few TV channels, no Internet, and 
no mobile phones. The working world was rigid and 
inflexible. Shop opening hours were tightly regulated. 
Weekly routines were uniform and monotonous. The 
post-war period, dealing with pain, loss, reorienta-
tion, and then the ongoing Economic Miracle 
affected peoples thought and life. There was a real 
and general openness towards the gospel. A tent 
campaign was quite the attraction in town. Today 
society and its needs have undergone a fundamental 
change. 

Everything has become fast-paced. Working and 
shop hours are longer and more flexible. The myriad 
of TV programs and the flood of information via the 
Internet threaten to crush us. Our smartphones have 
become energy-sapping as we live our lives in online 
mode. Music that was produced today is outdated by 
tomorrow. To get people interested in the gospel we 
need new and contemporary approaches. We need 
to speak today’s language to be understood. The 
gospel must be packaged in a contemporary, media 
friendly, and professional-looking way. And that is 
but one side of the coin. The more important part is 
relationships between people. There is a great need 
for nearness, quiet, for space to talk and to listen in 
our hurried day and age. This will only work on a 
relational level.  
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Which role do the tried and proven methods of 
old play today? 
Every method of evangelism is justifiable. Some of 
them are large crusades, church meetings, lecture 
series, concerts, musicals, tracts, TV programs, the 
Internet, street outreaches, church brunches, and 
many more. Different things attract different people. 
Various studies showed surprising results when 
asking how individuals became believers. For 
example, only 5% were saved in large crusades, and 
8% because of personal difficulties, but 78% through 
friends or relatives. This means that relationships are 
the main reason for people turning to Jesus. Using 
old or new methods is less important than applying 
the key factor of relationship. This was true in the 
past and is true today. 

 
What are “new brush strokes” made up of? What 
defines a good method? 
Good and new methods are necessary. A good 
method will be creative, easy to understand and will 
use the new media possibilities of today. That may 
concern your church website, flyers, power point 
presentations, the stage design in your auditorium, 
the music or the topics of your sermons; everything 
should be created with excellence and love in order 
to be comprehensible for modern man. 
 
Methods of evangelism are never just about 
“attractive packaging”. Do changes in the me-
thod have repercussions on our values? Or are 
old values just repackaged? 
The content of the message remains unchanged. It 
is, however, newly designed, and made accessible, 
therefore addressing contemporary needs. The 
values that we find in the Bible are unchanging. 
Concerning the “attractive packaging”, I can say that 

we should seek an attractive and appealing method. 
I like to compare it to a banquet that should also be a 
feast for the eyes. 
 
Which attractive methods of evangelism can you 
recommend to our churches? 
Creative evangelism, such as evangelistic meetings 
with special topics, church brunches, concerts, plays, 
musicals, live streaming services. My favorite is the 
LiFe Seminar. 

 
How is the LiFe Seminar attractive and relevant 
to our society? 
The name LiFe was derived from the term “life fully 
experienced” and reminds us of Jesus’ promise “I 
have come that they may have life, and have it to the 
full” (John 10:10b). The LiFe Seminar is based on a 
public approach (using side rooms in restaurants), 
friendship (accompanying person), education 
(themed presentation), and a comfortable ambiance 
(you go out and fellowship). LiFe is a socially 
relevant form of evangelism that responds to today’s 
needs, such as friendship, education, and sociability. 
 
How is this implemented? 
The LiFe Seminar is held on five evening for five 
weeks. These five evenings can change your life. 
The topics are “How To Be Happy”, “Why Does God 
Allow Suffering”, “What Is the Meaning of Life?”, 
“Discovering God’s Gift!”, and “Life in a New 
Dimension!” Before starting a LiFe Seminar, we offer 
a LiFe multiplication training, in which speakers, 
project leaders and presenters are trained. Everyone 
who will participate is equipped with the necessary 
tools, which are the presentations, the power point 
presentations, and the administrative material.  
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In the churches that wish to hold a LiFe Seminar the 
LiFe companions are trained and the fisher net 
prayer is prepared. LiFe companions are the persons 
who will accompany someone to the LiFe Seminar. 
Meaning that only accompanying persons with their 
guests can attend the seminar. Often there will be 10 
accompanying persons and 10 guests, sometimes 
more, sometimes less. The fisher net prayer together 
with the prayer team and the LiFe companions 
begins eight weeks before the LiFe Seminar is held. 
During those eight weeks the people that will be 
invited to the seminar are prayed for. During the 
evening of the LiFe Seminar church members pray 
for the participants of the LiFe Seminar. Secular 
subjects are addressed on the first three evenings 
and compared to Scripture. On the fourth evening 
the guests are invited to make the decision in prayer 
to live with Christ. The message leads up to this 
prayer and at the end of the evening everyone is 
invited to speak this prayer.  

According to the statistics 50% of the people make a 
decision for Christ. This is always a great joy for us! 
The fifth evening leads to the church or the small 
group. This seminar is an outstanding method 
because it actually leads to making disciples, deve-
loping accompanying persons and multiplication. 
This provides the church with a strong foundation. 
 
Can you tell us about some positive results? 
Several churches of the Church of God have held 
LiFe Seminars, such as the churches in 
Freudenstadt, Zell am Harmersbach, Geislingen, 
Allmersbach im Tal, Bad Säckingen. And there are 
not just churches holding LiFe Seminars but also 
individuals, such as two individuals in Calw that saw 
over 20 attendees in both of their seminars. Other 
churches in Hockenheim, Mosbach, and Kiel are in 
the final stages of preparing for their first LiFe 

Seminar. Pastor Jivko Jacobs from Freudenstadt 
reported that four of the attendees have been 
baptized after becoming believers. Meanwhile LiFe 
has been translated into 11 languages, including 
Arabic. 

Pastor Amgad (who is studying at ETS at the 
moment) is holding LiFe Seminars in Egypt. In 
February the first LiFe Seminar was held in Japan. 
The Christian Center Buchegg, in which Dr. Urs 
Schmid developed the LiFe Seminar, held 155 
seminars in the first 10 years, reaching a total of 723 
guests, 415 of which made a decision for Christ. 
The decisive factor is not the amazing power point 
presentations, the captivating presentations, nor the 
nice restaurant, but rather the LiFe companions. It is 
women like Agnes that accompanied 56 people to 34 
LiFe Seminars in 10 years; 42 made the decision to 
follow Christ. It is stories of people like the 
professional boxer who was invited to attend a LiFe 
Seminar and found Jesus. His wife asked him about 
the change she noticed in his life. He told her about 
the LiFe Seminar and became her LiFe companion. 
The change in both of their parents was evident to 
the two teenage daughters. They questioned them 
about it and were accompanied to the next LiFe 
Seminar by their parents. They also accepted Jesus. 
I was present at the baptism of the whole family. 
What a celebration that was! 
If you are interested in integrating a LiFe Seminar 
into your church ministry, please contact … 
 
www.life-seminar.world 
 
LiFe-Evangelisation 
Hofwiesenstrasse 143 
CH 8057 Zürich 
Switzerland 
+41 44 366 65 70 
life@czb.ch   
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Testing New Methods 
 
LiFe – no risk, no gain! 
Soft worship music is playing in the background of a 
cozy side room of a restaurant and the tables are 
decorated in fall colors and candles. There are 
welcome cards with the name of every guest at 
every setting at the table and next to it a card for the 
respective accompanying person from the church. 
After weeks of preparation we, the staff and 
volunteers of Crossroads Church in Freudenstadt, 
Germany, are full of joyful expectation. Before the 
evening begins we pray. 

At 8:00 p.m. the doors are opened wide and the first 
guest come in. They receive a friendly welcome, are 
introduced to each other and take their places at the 
table. The room is filled with a good and vibrant 
atmosphere and the presence of God’s Spirit. Every 
evening a vivid lecture is presented together with 
interesting personal testimonies from the LiFe team. 
Every week the guests are more open, ask questions 
and show interest in this living faith. Critical 
questions are received openly. This is an 
extraordinary experience for all of us on the LiFe 
team. We can sense that something special is 
happening. Individuals with no or bad faith 
experiences are opening their hearts and lives to the 
great God and to his Spirit. How wonderful! 
 
During the following meal and in relaxed company, 
friendships are formed as trust between all the 
participants grows. Some statements of guests are, 
“there was such a nice atmosphere, I immediately 
felt accepted.” “My urgent questions were 
answered.” “My life has completely been changed, I 
have gained calmness and greater confidence in 
God.” Many of the guests accept the invitation to a 
subsequent (and growing) LiFe small group. They 
bring their friends and have started going to church 
regularly. In the meantime our church has rejoiced in 

celebration: Four of the guests to the LiFe Seminar 
have been baptized! The LiFe Seminar has been a 
good experience. It is so easy to invite new people 
and get them interested in Jesus. It is encouraging 
for the LiFe team and a good opportunity for them to 
gain experience and to share their testimony in 
simple words. We are thrilled and are already looking 
forward to the next LiFe Seminar in the fall. Then it 
will be time again to be awed by beautiful 
experiences with our good God! God is alive and can 
be experienced! All glory and honor and thanks to 
Him! 
Jivko Jacobs, Freudenstadt, Germany 
 
LiFe – Life Fully experienced 
Our church held a LiFe Seminar for the second time 
in February and March 2016. On five Thursday 
evenings the participants, guests and accompanying 
persons, met in a comfortable and friendly atmos-

phere in an Italian restaurant. The year before, our 
church had decided to use the LiFe Seminar as a 
tool to reach people with the gospel. The preparation 
and training units were already unbelievably inspiring 
and motivating. We found it easy to invite our guests. 
As a LiFe speaker, I can attest that I have rarely 
encountered such a good and valuable “tool”. Our 
guests were met there where they were at and the 
relaxing atmosphere did the rest. It was our 
experience that unchurched and critical guests felt 
accepted and seen. The invitation to give your life to 
Christ belongs to the natural flow of the seminar and 
is given without pressure or coercion. It is beautiful to 
experience the change people go through during 
these five weeks. In both of our LiFe Seminars four 
individuals chose to give their life to Christ. 
Although the preparation, realization and follow-up of 
the seminar is time consuming, it is well worth the 
effort and will encourage you to continue offering 
LiFe Seminars. We have already planned the next 
seminar in the fall of 2016. 
 
Bettina Simon, Geislingen, Germany 


